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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Rateable  Value  of  General  Rate:  £37,207. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:  £155. 

Area  of  District:  1,280  acres. 

Population  : 7,85 1 . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  2,495. 

Birth  Rate:  21.1  per  1 ,000  population. 

Death  Rate:  14.9  per  1,000  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate:  60  per  1,000  Births  registered. 
Zymotic  Death  Rate:  0.25  per  1,000  population. 
Rainfall : 34.34  inches. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

September,  1948. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  annual  report. 
As  you  will  remember,  I took  up  duty  in  October,  1947,  so 
that  this  report  concerns  mainly  a period  during  which  my 
predecessor  was  in  office. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  re-housing  which  is,  as  else- 
where, the  great  need  of  the  district,  'has  made  such  slow 
progress. 

The  vital  statistics  generally  appear  to  be  satisfactory  with 
the  important  exception  of  Infantile  Mortality  which  has  risen 
to  60.  Where  small  populations  are  involved  these  figures  are 
of  course  subject  to  wide  fluctuations,  and  for  comparing  one 
year  with  others  in  the  same  population,  the  actual  number  of 
deaths  gives  a truer  picture  than  the  rate  per  thousand. 

In  conclusion,  I must  acknowledge  the  great  kindness  and 
help  I have  received  from  the  Council,  the  Officers  of  the 
Council,  and  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Hugh  Neil. 

I am  Sirs, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  EVANS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Woollen  and  worsted  manufacturing,  railway  wagon  and 
motor  body  building,  oil  works,  dyeing,  mining  machinery,  and 
the  manufacture  of  athletic  and  sports  requisites  continue  the 
main  industries  of  the  district,  while  a proportion  of  the  male 
population  find  employment  in  the  coal  mines  in  the  adjacent 
districts. 

Trade  generally  in  the  district  has  been  good,  the 
industries  being  all  employed  full  time.  Expansion  of  the 
lareer  industries  continues  and  unemployment  is  extreme^ 
small . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  number  of  births  in  1947  was  166  in  all.  Of  these  71 
were  transferable  as  having  taken  place  outside  the  area  in 
adjoining  nursing  and  maternity  homes. 

45  outwardly  transferable  births  were  recorded. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  21.1. 

The  number  of  births  was  made  up  of  : — 

Live  Births:  — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

84 

78 

162 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

3 

4 

85 

81 

166 

Stillbirths  : — 

Three  stillbirths,  one  male  and  two  females, 
recorded. 

DEATHS 

were 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  HORBURY 

DURING 

1947 

Cause 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

— 

1 

1 

uterus 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

4 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

9 

5 

14 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

6 

7 

13 

Heart  Diseases 

22 

14 

36 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

1 

2 

ApiDendicitis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

3 

1 

4 

Premature  Birth 

2 

— 

2 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  dis.  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Violent  causes 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  causes 

2 

7 

9 

61 


56 


117 


One  hundred  and  twenty  deaths  were  recorded  for  the  year, 
70  being  registered  within  the  district  and  47  transferable 
occuring  in  institutions  outside  the  district.  Three  transferable 
deaths  of  non-residents  were  recorded,  leaving  the  net  total 
deaths  of  Horbury  residents  at  117,  giving  a corrected  Annual 
Death  Rate  of  14.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


1 he  number  of  deaths  registered  under 

one 

year  of  age 

was  10  (5  males  and  5 females). 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  o 

f 60 

per  1,000  of 

the  births  registered. 

The  causes  of  death  were:  — 

M. 

F.  Total 

Acute  Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

1 2 

Prematurity 

2 

— 2 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

— 

1 1 

Syncope 

— 

1 1 

Gastro  Enteritis  ... 

1 

1 2 

Pneumonia 

• — 

1 1 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  ...  ... 

1 

— 1 

5 

5 10 

SECTION.  B 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

Several  pathological  materials  have  been  sent  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  examination  and  report. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

During  the  year  Addingford  Isolation  Hospital  was  sold, 
and  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Wakefield  Corporation  for 
all  Horbury  patients  to  be  accommodated  at  the  Snapethorpe 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  General. 

A modern  motor  ambulance  (Bed ford-de-luxe)  is  provided 
by  the  Horbury  Urban  District  Council  for  the  removal  of 
accident,  surgical,  and  maternity  cases  to  such  institutions  as 
may  be  necessary,  no  charge  being  made  for  permanent  residents 
of  the  district,  providing  a.  medical  certificate  is  produced 
stating  the  person  to  be  removed  is  an  ambulance  case. 
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This  service  was  also  available  by  arrangement  to  the 
residents  of  the  adjoining  rural  areas  at  a fixed  rate  of  charges. 

A mutual  aid  scheme  operated  successfully  between  Ossett 
Corporation  and  Horbury. 

During  the  year  1947  the  motor  ambulance  has  been  called 
upon  to  make  270  journeys  in  conveying  cases  to  and  from 
various  institutions,  etc.  32  of  the  cases  were  taken  under  the 
mutual  aid  scheme. 


Ossett 

Horbury 

Total 

Clayton  Hospital 

6 

176 

182 

Wakefield  County  Hospital 

— 

23 

23 

Dewsbury  County  Hospital 

10 

5 

15 

Dewsbury  Infirmary 

12 

5 

17 

Leeds  Infirmary 

3 

10 

13 

Bradford 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Places  ... 

1 

17 

18 

32 

238 

270 

The  all  in  cost  of  the  ambulance 

including  repairs, 

renewals,  insurance,  petrol,  oil,  telephone,  etc.,  was  £153.  Out 
of  this  £114  was  recovered,  leaving  a net  cost  to  the  Council 
of  £39  or  approximately  1 / 4th  of  a penny  rate  which  is  a very 
low  cost  for  an  efficient  service.  During  the  twelve  months  the 
ambulance  used  269  gallons  of  pertol  and  travelled  3,185  miles. 


(d) 

During  the  year  the  Benton  Nursing  Home  was  opened  at 
Benton  Hill,  Horbury. 

There  is  no  established  institution  in  our  area  from  which 
the  services  of  professional  nurses  can  be  obtained.  When 
these  services  are  required  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  for  nurses 
to  be  sent  out  from  private  nursing  homes  established  in  the 
neighbouring  large  towns. 

The  Horbury  District  Nursing  Association,  a voluntary 
society  upheld  solely  by  private  contributions,  operates  in  close 
co-operation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  private 
pracitioners  in  the  district.  The  Association  retains  the  whole 
time  services  of  a fully  trained  Queen’s  nurse,  who  upon  request 
makes  daily  visits  to  homes  in  cases  of  sickness  and  invalidity 
and  to  do  dressings,  etc.,  after  surgical  operations. 
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(e)  Venereal  Diseases. 

1 he  centres  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  are  at 
the  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield,  and  the  County  General 
Hospital,  Wakefield. 

(f)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  Consultation  and 
treatment  which  is  much  used  and  appreciated  by  the  mothers 
is  held  thrice  fortnightly  in  the  Congregational  Church,  West- 
field  Road,  Horbury,  when  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Child 
Welfare  Nurse,  and  a willing  staff  of  voluntary  helpers  are  in 
attendance. 

(g)  School  Clinic. 

The  medical  examination  and  treatment,  also  the  dental 
examination  and  treatment  of  schoolchildren  is  carried  out  by 
the  School  Medical,.  Dental  and  Nursing  staff  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
(a)  Water  Supply. 

The  Urban  District  of  Horbury  is  well  served  with  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  water  which  is  obtainable  from  the 
Dewsbury,  Batley  and  Wakefield  Corporations,  a constant 
supply  being  laid  on  to  all  houses  and  premises  in  the  district. 

The  supply  from  all  the  sources  mentioned  is  quite  satis- 
factory both  in  quality  and  in  quantity  and  is  controlled  at 
the  distribution  point  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis 
monthly,  in  addition  to  which  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  taken 
samples  locally  with  the  following  results. 

Samples  taken  April  22nd,  1947. 

1 . Dewsbury  Supply  : 

36,  Park  Street,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count:  — 

Coliform  Bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — none. 

2.  Wakefield  Supply: 

Green  Park  Avenue,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count:  — 

Coliform  Bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — none. 

Both  of  these  samples  are  satisfactory  according  to 
Ministry  of  Health  standards. 
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January  . 

February 

March 

April 

May 

J une 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 


RAINFALL 


Inches 


2.87 

3.58 

5.89 

3.09 

4.66 


3.41 

2.24 

0.39 

1.72 

1.92 

2.04 

2.53 


No.  of  clays  on 
which  rain  fell 

22 
20 
25 
17 
16 
1 1 
12 
2 
12 
10 

14 

15 


34.34  176 


Monthly  Average 

Heaviest  rainfall  for  one  month  (March) 
Lowest  rainfall  for  one  month  (August) 
Heaviest  rainfall  for  one  day  (June  15th) 


2.86  inches 
5.89  inches 
0.39  inches 
1.15  inches 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  system  discharges  at  the  out- 
fall works  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Calder  at  Horbury 
Junction  and  is  dealt  with  in  an  efficent  manner,  the  plant  having 
electrically  driven  pumps,  automatically  controlled. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  district  is  generally 
satisfactorv  with  the  exception  of  the  Horbury  Bridge  section 
which  is  a constant  source  of  nuisance. 

(c)  Rivers  and  streams. 

The  law  relating  to  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  rivers 

and  streams  in  the  Urban  Area  is  administered  by  the  West- 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers  Board. 

No  instance  of  pollution  requiring  treatment  was  reported 
during  the  year. 

(d)  Housing. 

The  scarcity  of  houses  in  the  district  and  overcrowding 
problems  continue  to  receive  attention.  During  the  year  8 
privately  built  houses  have  been  completed  and  6 are  under 
construction.  The  construction  of  26  Council  houses  was  com- 
menced but  building  progress  has  been  very  slow  and  none  have 
yet  been  occupied. 
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SECTION  D 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Samples. 

(b)  Milk  Supply. 

(c)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Detailed  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


SECTION  E 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Table  of  notifiable  diseases  for  1947 


Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Chicken  Pox 
Polio-myelitis 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 


pears 

CO 

co 

CO 
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D 
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1 

1 

c3 

c 
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1 

lo 

H 
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lO 
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O 

X 

— 
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1 
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1 
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— 

— 

2 
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1 _ 1 1 3 _ 


9 10  10  23  4 
13  3 1 — 
3 5 2 17  12 


4 2 39 


to 

. , r-H 

a t: 

-I  03 

0 ® 

H P 

2 — 
8 — 
65  — 
9 — 
46  — 

1 — 
2 — 
4 — 
1 — 
1 1 


42  139  1 

Smallpox. 

During  the  month  of  June  an  emergency  was  caused  by 
an  outbreak  of  smallpox  within  the  area  of  a neighbouring  local 
authority,  and  permission  was  received  to  operate  an  order  for 
six  months  making  the  notification  of  chicken-pox  compulsory 
during  that  time. 

Notifications  were,  however,  few,  and  no  case  of  small- 
pox occurred  in  the  district. 

Scarlet  Fever. 
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There  was  a marked  rise  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 
in  the  last  quarter,  36  cases  being  notified.  All  possible  sources 
of  infection  were  investigated,  but  the  results  were  mainly 
negative.  One  child  was  found  to  have  a mild  sore  throat  and 
rash  for  eleven  days  before  the  doctor  was  called  in.  This 
probably  accounted  for  some  of  the  increase.  It  was,  however, 
noted  that  neighbouring  districts  also  had  an  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  which  was  higher  than  usual. 

Measles. 

This  was  generally  a year  of  measles  prevalence,  65  cases 
being  notified  in  Horbury.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  use 
of  “ sulpha  ” drugs  and  penicillin  has  greatly  reduced  the 
menace  of  measles,  the  complications  of  which  formerly 
accounted  for  many  deaths  in  young  children.  It  still  remains, 
however,  an  enemy  to  be  treated  with  respect,  and  the  family 
doctor  should  be  called  in  to  deal  with  it  especially  in  the 
younger  children. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  continued  throughout  the  year  and  every 
advantage  of  this  protection  should  be  taken.  During  the  year 
98  children  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation,  viz.:  — 
Under  5 years  of  age.  80;  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years, 
18.  In  addition  to  these,  12  booster  doses  were  given. 

Tuberculosis. 

Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3 new  cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
One  case  died,  showing  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of 
the  years  as  follows  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

... 

10 

6 

16 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

1 

3 

4 

1 1 

9 

20 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


September,  1948. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1947. 

Once  again  this  has  been  a year  of  great  activitiy  in  the 
held  of  Public  Health.  Changes  have  and  are  taking  place 
which  will  affect  the  health  of  each  individual.  We  are  in 
that  transitional  period  of  changing  and  broadening  our  out- 
look to  “ National  Health  ” in  the  widest  possible  terms.  The 
introduction  of  centralisation  and  the  grouping  together  of 
health  services  are  fundamental  changes  to  which  we  must  grow 
accustomed  and  to  which  indeed  we  must  give  our  full  support 
to  make  successful,  the  thought  uppermost  in  our  minds  being 
the  welfare  and  health  conditions  of  others. 

Essential  housing  repairs  and  all  conditions  likely  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  public  health  have  received  the  closest 
attention;  inspection  of  food  supplies,  milk  production,  water 
supplies,  air  pollution,  rodent  and  pest  control,  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse  are  vital  matters  affecting  everyone. 

To  the  Sanitary  Officer  there  are  so  many  problems  which 
loom  large  in  his  sphere  of  health  work  that  he  must  invariably 
be  called  an  idealist ; but  then  he  is  an  officer  whose  work  takes 
him  amongst  the  most  tragic  and  sordid  conditions  of  the 
general  public  and  whose  personal  contact  with  “ the  other  half 
of  the  world  ” is  so  intimate  that  his  sense  of  duty  is  felt  very 
strongly. 

During  the  year,  the  co-operation  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
hns  been  greatly  appreciated.  Their  helpful  attitude  and  con- 
sideration cannot  be  over-estimated  and  I tender  my  most 
sincere  thanks  to  them. 
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SECTION  F 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  inspections  made  during  the  year:  — 
Nuisances,  Housing  and  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  822 

Butchers  and  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Choked  Drains  and  drainage  work  in  progress  ...  ...  90 

Ambulance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Disinfectation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Filthy  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inspection  of  pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Milk  Supply — 

Samples  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  Accredited  ...  2 

Samples  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  FTngraded  ...  3 

Samples  for  Tuberculosis  Tests  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  Supply — 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  2 


1,964 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION 
OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Defective  W.C.  Cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Damp  m Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Thresh  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  Window  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Burst  Water  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Absence  of  ventilation  shaft  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flooded  Cellars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insanitary  kitchen  waste  bin  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  house  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insanitary  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Broken  railings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  proper  manhole  cover  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  woodwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Absence  of  soil  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  trees  obstructing  light  ...  ...  ...  1 

Excreta  in  ashbin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  smell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  stonework  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leaking  roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Accumulation  of  soil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  wall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broken  W.C.  basin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Breach  of  Factories  Act,  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insanitary  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  valley  gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Breach  of  Meat  Regulations,  1924  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  manhole  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  fireplace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Leaking  bath  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Absence  of  downpipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rat  and  mice  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  downpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Absence  of  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broken  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  suffi cent  urinal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smoking  chimney  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insanitary  sink  rurround  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infestation  of  bed  bugs  and  cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  5 

Absence  of  inspection  chambers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Builders  refuse  in  ashbin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  chimney  pot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Absence  of  sufficent  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  paving  yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  hearth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  vegetable  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infestation  of  flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


249 
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The  following  is  a list  of  complaints  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Surveyor  in  Council  property : — 

New  washers  provided  ...  ,..  ...  ...  ...  150 

Leaking  gas  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  locks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Defective  firegrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Defective  firebacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Defective  taps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Broken  W.C.  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Broken  W.C.  seats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Broken  door  knobs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  flues  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  overflow  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Defective  stop  taps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Broken  window  panes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Broken  mantleshelf  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Broken  gas  bracket  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reglazing  done  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  electric  plugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Broken  W.C.  pedestal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  bath  trap  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  fireback  boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Broken  beading  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  bath  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  gas  boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  ball  trap  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  down  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  hot  water  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Broken  window  frames,  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Broken  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Broken  chimney  pots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Frozen  water  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  hearths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Broken  draining  boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  key  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Broken  clothes  posts 
Defective  gulleygrate 
Broken  railings 
Damp  walls  ... 

Broken  gates 
Defective  oven  grates 
Broken  chimney  cowl 
Defective  ashbins 
Broken  steps  ... 

Broken  ovens 
Defective  boiler  lid  ... 
Defective  W.C.  plunger 
Defective  water  tank 
Broken  tarmac 
Garden  requiring  levelling 
Smelling  drain 
Defective  skirting 
Defective  brickwork 
Broken  tiling 
Broken  letterbox 
New  threshold  provided 
Broken  wallgrate 


17 

1 

2 

2 

/ 

2 

1 

9 

3 
5 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
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SECTION  G 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  carried 
out  by  Council  employees  under  my  direction  and  supervision 
with  the  Council’s  own  motor  vehicles. 

The  Council  sold  one  redundant  Ford  vehicle  during  the 
year  and  own  at  the  moment  one  Ford  vehicle  and  one  Karrier 
Bantam  vehicle.  A new  Dennis  vehicle,  specially  designed  for 
loading  in  narrow  streets,  is  on  order,  but  the  delivery  has  had 
to  be  postponed  on  two  occasions  owing  to  export  and  shortage 
of  materials.  It  is,  however,  hoped  that  that  delivery  will  take 
place  this  year.  As  soon  as  this  vehicle  is  received,  the  Ford 
motor  will  be  used  as  a mutual  aid  vehicle  between  the  Health 
and  Highways  Departments.  At  the  moment,  hired  transport 
has  to  be  used,  which  is  not  an  economical  proposition. 
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A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  approximate  number  of  receptacles 
for  which  the  Department  is  responsible  for  cleansing  is  2,495 
ashbins,  7 ashpits,  20  pail  closets,  8 privies,  and  8 cesspools. 

The  whole  of  the  township’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Sand  and  Graval  Tip,  Horbury 
Junction,  with  the  exception  of  small  quantities  from  pail 
closets,  etc.,  which  are  deposited  on  farm  land  for  manurial 
purposes. 

A small  destructor  is  situated  on  this  tip  and  old  bedding, 
dead  animals,  etc.,  are  disposed  of  here. 


During  the  year  trade  refuse  has  shown  a tendency  to 
increase  and  the  increase  of  stone  and  foreign  bodies  in  the 
house  coal  supply  has  apparently  made  up  for  any  difference 
caused  by  coal  rationing.  This,  together  with  the  new  Council 
and  private  houses,  will  gradually  increase  the  work  of  the 
department,  so  that  to-day  we  are  faced  not  only  with  the 
present  labour  problem,  but  also  that  of  increased  collection 
and  disposal. 


Wages,  hours,  and  conditions  of  dustmen,  in  common  with 
others,  have  improved  tremendously,  but  I find  also  a dis- 
turbing influence  among  the  workmen,  which  is  reflected  in 
their  work  and  it  is  sometimes  questionable  whether  these 
improvements  are  fully  appreciated. 

During  the  twelve  months  25  ashpits  were  converted  to  81 
proper  ashbins  with  covers  and  this  now  leaves  only  7 ashpits 
in  the  district.  The  owners  of  the  ashpits  have  been  inter- 
viewed and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remaining  ashpits  will  be  con- 
verted soon. 


With  the  drive  for  salvage  the  public  has  become  more 
“ ashbin  conscious  ” but  there  are  still  too  many  people  to-day 
who  use  the  ashbin  in  which  to  hide  obnoxious  matters.  The 
ashbin  is  provided  for  the  purpose  of  dry  ashes  and  household 
refuse,  not  for  tea  leaves,  garden  refuse,  builder’s  refuse,  or 
any  offensive  liquids.  It  is  all  too  common  for  the  dustman 
to  find  liquid  running  down  the  front  of  his  overalls  or  down 
his  coat  sleeve  after  emptying  an  ashbin  and  it  is  understand- 
able that  the  temper  of  the  dustman  is  sorely  tried  after  such 
an  experience. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947-48 


Wages 

Insurances 

Licences 

Petrol  and  Oils 

Rent,  Rates  and  Water 

Repairs  and  renewals 

Hired  Haulage 

Disinfectants 

Tipping  charges 

Sundries 

Protective  Clothing,  etc. 
Hydraulic  Jack 


Less  Credits 


Less  Credits  from  Salvage 


£ 

s. 

d. 

. 1757 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

165 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

165 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

2319 

0 

0 

63 

0 

0 

2256 

0 

0 

240 

0 

0 

£2,016 

0 

0 

WEIGHTS  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 


Month  1947/48 

Ashbins 

Weight 

Ashpits 

Weight 

Total  W’t. 

T. 

C. 

T. 

C. 

T. 

C. 

April 

8985 

161 

14 

19 

7 

12 

169 

6 

May 

8370 

136 

6 

45 

14 

5 

150 

1 1 

June 

8867 

143 

1 

48 

16 

0 

159 

1 

July 

9843 

156 

7 

41 

13 

10 

169 

17 

August 

9034 

119 

10 

38 

29 

10 

149 

0 

September  . . . 

10969 

154 

1 1 

28 

21 

0 

175 

1 1 

October 

9065 

122 

0 

23 

16 

5 

138 

5 

November  ... 

8749 

146 

12 

22 

16 

10 

163 

2 

December  ... 

9211 

141 

14 

24 

18 

0 

159 

14 

January 

10685 

179 

8 

32 

9 

12 

189 

0 

February 

8996 

136 

16 

30 

22 

10 

159 

6 

March 

10154 

159 

6 

39 

29 

5 

188 

1 1 

1 12928 

1757 

5 

389 

213  19 

1971  4 

The  above  table  shows  an  increase  of  95  tons  of  refuse 
collected  above  the  previous  year  representing  .24  cwts.  per 
head  of  population. 
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SECTION  H 
SALVAGE 

Once  again  every  effort  has  been  made  to  collect  the 
maximum  amount  of  waste  paper  and  it  is  gratifying  to  notice 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year’s  collection.  This,  however, 
is  no  time  to  relax,  and  it  is  disturbing  to  note  that  whilst  it 
is  known  we  should  have  sufficent  waste  paper  to  cover  our 
needs  in  this  country,  we  have  to  import  waste  paper  from 
abroad — why — maybe  it  was  that  empty  carton  which  was 
thrown  on  the  fire  or  those  magazines  in  the  dustbin.  So  little 
but  so  important  when  multiplied  a few  thousand  times. 

The  report  shows  that  £240  was  made  above  expenses  last 
year.  This  means  a saving  of  approximately  a l|d.  rate.  What 
might  it  mean  with  everyone  pulling  his  weight. 

Income  from  salvage  averaged  £96.2  per  1,000  population. 
East  year  the  figure  was  £61.6  per  1,000  population.  After 
the  deduction  of  all  expenses  such  as  petrol,  hired  vehicles, 
telephone,  baling  wire,  etc.,  a profit  of  £240  was  made. 

Gross  income  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  of  £207 
due  mainly  to  paper  sales  and  the  bottle  and  jar  trade  which 
rose  from  £24  10s.  6d.  last  year  to  £89  2s.  7d.  this  year. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  obtain  the  best  market  prices  for  all 
salvaged  materials,  and  much  time  and  energy  are  spent  in  this 
direction. 

During  the  month  of  June  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  two  men  for  removing  botdes  and  iars  from  the  Council 
tip,  which  resulted  in  these  men  being  fined  £2  each  and  costs. 

The  following  shows  a progressive  income  from  salvage  : — 


Year  Tons  Value 

£s 

1940  ...  74  ...  243 

1941  ...  70  ...  298 

1942  ...  107  ...  580 

1943  ...  122  ...  561 

1944  ...  176  ...  617 

1945  ...  114  ...  450 

1946  ...  129  ...  563 

1947  ...  158  ...  707 


950  4019 
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Graph  showing  the  value  of  salvage  collected  from  the 
outbreak  of  war  to  the  present  day. 


SALVAGE 

INCOME 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

cl. 

Waste  Paper 

* • • • • • 

74 

5 

3 

473 

0 

4 

Rags  ... 

• • • • « • 

1 

5 

0 

20 

9 

0 

Kitchen  Waste 

• • • • • • 

65 

18 

2 

98 

18 

0 

Bottles  and  Jars 

* * • • • • 

6 

3 

3 

89 

2 

7 

Scrap  Metal  ... 

» » • t » t 

1 1 

2 

0 

26 

2 

9 

153  15  0 707  12  8 


Plus  kitchen  waste  and  paper  bonus  received 

from  the  Board  of  Trade  ...  ...  ...  63  2 8 


£770  15  4 
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SALVAGE  ANALYSIS 


Waste 

Kitchen 

Scrap 

Bottles 

Paper 

Rags 

Waste 

Metal 

& 

Jars 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

T 

c. 

Q. 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

T 

. C. 

Q. 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

April 

4 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

May 

9 

10 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

0 

I une 

4 

19 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

7 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

12 

0 

July 

4 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

August 

4 

15 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

7 

2 

0 

15 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Sept. 

4 

17 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

17 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

October 

9 

4 

2 

-0 

0 

0 

6 

7 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Nov. 

4 

17 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

3 

3 

2 

x 8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Dec. 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

J anuary  . . . 

5 

5 

3 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

0 

17 

0 

February  ... 

10 

9 

0 

0 

3 

1 

4 

9 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

March 

5 

7 

3 

0 

15 

2 

5 

17 

1 

1 

8 

0 

1 

15 

0 

74 

5 

3 

1 

5 

0 

65 

18 

2 

1 1 

2 

0 

6 

3 

3 

SECTION  I 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  for  the  district 
is  produced  locally  either  in  the  Urban  District  or  the  adjoining 
rural  areas,  none  whatever  being  brought  in  by  rail. 

The  supply  has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  the  quality  has  been  good. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cowkeepers,  etc., 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers 

Number  of  registered  cowsheds 

Number  of  Accredited  producers 

Number  of  registered  retail  purveyors 

Number  of  licensed  retail  purveyors  of  Pasteurised 


Milk 


7 

13 

2 

24 

1 


Thirty-six  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  and 
the  general  sanitary  conditions  and  cleanliness  of  the  premises 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  latest  type  of  bottle  barrows  are  used  for  delivery. 


METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST 


Three  samples  of  ungraded  milk  from  purveyors  in  the 
district  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  lest.  Two  samples  satisfied  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  one  sample  was  unsatisfactory  and 
investigation  was  carried  out  as  to  the  cause,  the  necessary 
advisory  work  was  carried  out,  and  subsequent  samples  proven 
satisfactory. 

Two  samples  of  graded  milk  were  taken  from  the  two 
designated  farms  in  the  district  and  one  proved  satisfactory. 

TEST  FOR  THE  PRESENCE  OF 
TUBERCLE  BACILLI 

All  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis 
and  all  proved  negative. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGATIONS)  ORDERS 

1936  and  1943 

Number  of  licensed  producers  “ Accredited  ” ...  2 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  granted  by  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

The  number  of  supplementary  licences  show  an  increase  of 
three  over  the  last  year,  reflecting  the  growing  demand  by  the 
public  for  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk. 

Inspections  have  shown  that  these  premises  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

Licensed  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  5 

Registered  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

Owing  to  the  Government  control  of  slaughtering  these 
premises  were  not  again  used  during  the  year  under  review. 

Meat  allocated  and  inspected  in  Wakefield  is  brought  to 
the  Co-operative  Slaughter  house  in  Queen  Street.  This  centre 
is  used  as  a sub-allocation  point  where  each  butcher  collects 
his  allocation.  Regular  visits  are  made  and  the  meat  is  again 
inspected  before  it  is  removed  to  the  shops. 

The  provision  of  temperature  controlled  meat  vans  is 
extremely  slow  and  in  my  opinion  a higher  priority  should  be 
given  to  the  building  and  supply  of  these. 
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In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizure  of 
diseased  or  unsound  food  but  the  following,  which  upon 
examination  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  surrendered  to  me  and  destroyed. 

24  lbs.  frozen  beef 

104  lbs.  hmdquarter  beef 

14  lbs.  meat  pieces 

128  lbs.  hmdquarter  beef 

1-4  lb.  set  pigs  lungs 

2 lbs  bacon 

1-15  oz.  tin  hake 

5-2  lb.  tins  marmalade 

2 dozen  eggs 

4 1 lbs.  figs 

1- 16  oz.  tin  stewed  steak 

2- 1  lb.  tins  meat  and  vegetables 

3- 8  oz.  tins  beans 
1 lb.  butter 

32  packets  table  desert 

28  packets  Frutella  sauce 

1-11  oz.  tin  salmon 

1-30  oz.  tin  peaches 

1-18  oz.  tin  peaches 

1-15  oz.  tin  plums 

5-1  lb.  tins  stewed  steak 

1-1  lb.  tin  chicken 

8-14J  oz.  tins  evaporated  milk 

1- 1  lb.  tin  steak  and  kidney 

2- 16  oz.  tins  beans 


MEAT  AND  RETAIL  MEAT  VEEIICLES 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Retail  meat  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

LIVESTOCK  (RESTRICTIONS  ON 

SLAUGHTERING)  ACT,  1940 

Fifty-one  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  a licensed  slaughter 
house  under  licence  from  the  Food  Officer  and  examined  for  the 
owners. 

These  included  pigs  slaughtered  from  large  factory  canteen 
clubs  and  examinations  are  carried  out  on  Sundays  to  prevent 
delay  in  boning  and  preparation  of  the  meat  for  cooking. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

This  act  is  strictly  observed  in  the  area  and  a humane 
killer  is  used  for  the  slaughter  of  all  pigs. 


SECTION  I 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

During  the  year  1947  the  following  samples  were  pur- 
chased in  the  district  by  the  County  Inspector  and  submitted 
for  analysis  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

Milk  Drugs  Other  Foods 

Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated 

18  1 1 0 5 0 


REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Potted, 

Preserved,  and  Pressed  Foods  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 

ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  7 


BAKEHOUSES 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Twenty-two  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year.  One  bakehouse  was  transferred  to  new  and  much  larger 
premises,  the  walls  being  white  glazed  brick  and  all  the  latest 
bakery  ovens  and  mixing  machinery  is  installed.  Proper  cooling 
rooms  are  provided  and  a loading  bav  for  vehicles  is  so  con- 
structed that  there  is  no  contamination  by  dust,  etc.,  when  food- 
stuffs are  conveyed  to  the  vehicles. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  several  food 
preparation  premises  during  the  year  and  on  the  whole,  the 
standard  obtained  is  very  high.  Co-operation  from  the 
owners  of  such  premises  has  been  excellent  and  the  results 
gratifying. 


FISH  FRYERS 


N umber  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Twenty-six  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  con- 
ditions were  found  satisfactory. 

All  the  shops  are  fitted  with  modern  cooking  ranges  and 
have  separate  preparation  rooms  and  store  rooms.  The  quality 
of  the  food  sold  has  been  good  and  no  nuisance  complaints  have 
been  received. 

FACTORIES 


Fifty-one  mechanical  factories  and  30  non-mechanical 
factories  are  on  the  register  in  the  district,  composed  of  the 
following  : — 


Mechanical — 

Woollen  and  Worsted  Manufacturers 
Mungo  Manufacturers  ... 

Rag  Manufacturers 

Railway  Wagon,  Motor  Body  Builders  & Repairers 
Oil  Mills  ... 

Dye  Works 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers 

Joiners 

Printers 

Engineers 

Builders  and  Contractors 
Food  Preparing  Premises 
Spring  Makers  ... 

Boot  Repairers  ... 

Feather  Curriers 
Motor  Engineers 
Bakers 

Motor  Cover  Makers 
Wool  Cutting  for  Rugs  ... 

Tin  Smiths 


4 
2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 
3 
2 

5 
7 
1 

6 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
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Non-Mechanical — 

Printers 

Painters  and  Decorators 

Blacksmiths 

Tailors 

Boot  Repairers  ... 


1 

5 

2 

3 

2 
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Plumbers  and  Sanitary  Engineers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milliners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rag  Sorters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leather  Goods  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

French  Polishers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dress  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rug  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Sixty  inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  and  the  following  defects  dealt  with:  — 

Insufficent  w.c.  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficent  light  in  w.c.  buildings  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

The  dining  rooms  in  the  large  factories  have  been  well 
used  during  the  year  and  the  kitchen  waste  collected  regularly. 

During  the  ear  the  oil  refinery  in  the  district  was  further 
improved  and  the  willing  co-operation  of  the  management  is 
greatly  appreciated.  The  considerable  amount  of  £1,200  was 
expended  on  these  alterations  in  skilled  labour  and  material 
alone. 

Four  new  large  scrubbers  were  installed  at  the  end  of  each 
condenser  in  the  still  room  and  the  discharges  from  these  were 
then  carried  to  four  smaller  scrubbers  out  of  doors,  and  the 
waste  gases  from  there  concentrated  to  one  point,  this  making 
a marked  improvement.  It  was  then  recommended  that  the 
combined  gases  should  be  burned  in  the  boiler  fire.  In  order 
to  avoid  risk  of  explosion  this  meant  the  employment  of  a 
“ seal-pot  ” and  an  injector  on  the  lines  of  those  in  use  on 
tar  distilling  plant.  The  Alkali  Inspector  was  able  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  factory  engineer  to  visit  three  tar  works 
to  inspect  similar  apparatus  and  the  best  ideas  resulting  from 
these  visits  were  incorporated  into  an  original  scheme.  The 
whole  scheme  is  inspected  periodically  by  the  Ministry  of  Flealth 
who  now  pass  it  as  100%  efficient. 

A completely  new  large  settling  tank  was  added  to  the 
original  system  and  made  to  discharge  under  the  river  water 
level.  The  original  rubble  drain  was  removed  and  a new  con- 
crete pipe  drain,  properly  jointed,  was  laid.  The  manhole 
covers  are  sealed  with  bitumen  and  padlocked  to  ensure  no 
escape  of  vapour  or  interference  by  children. 

The  factorv  has  now  been  accepted  by  the  Alkali  Inspector 
who  will  deal  in  future  with  any  nuisance  from  the  effluent. 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

No  tents,  vans,  or  sheds  were  used  for  human  habitation. 

SECTION  K 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  con- 
nection with  the  residential  and  business  premises  in  the  district 
are  on  the  water  carriage  system  with  the  exception  of  the 
small  number  of  15  privies  and  20  pail  closets,  which  at  the 
present  time  are  inconvertible  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are 
situated  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where  sufficient 
sewers  are  not  available. 

The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  use  in  the  district  is 
approximately  2,438. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  for  males  and  one  for 
females  in  addition  to  those  provided  in  the  public  parks. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  an  improve- 
ment was  noted  in  the  general  use  of  the  w.c.’s,  the  amount  of 
damage  caused  by  youths  being  considerably  less  than  last 
year. 

The  w.c.  buildings  in  Carr  Lodge  Park  are  to  be  altered 
and  several  more  w.c.’s  brought  into  use.  This  is  a wise  decision 
and  will  be  of  great  value,  especially  when  festivities  are  being 
held  in  the  park. 


SECTION  L 
HOUSING 

Under  this  heading  we  have  to-day  one  of  the  most 
important  problems  being  tackled  by  local  authorities. 

The  Council  do  not  have  any  points  system,  but  consider 
each  application  on  its  merits,  giving  high  priority  to  “natural” 
overcrowding,  sexual  overcrowding,  and  young  married  people 
living  with  their  parents. 

Each  case  is  of  course,  the  worst  to  the  individual  concerned 
and  as  the  building  of  new  Council  houses  has  been  slow,  the 
sense  of  frustration  and  the  moral  effect  has  been  marked.  The 
difficulties  facing  a housing  chairman  and  committee  are 
tremendous,  and  the  Council  have  received  deputations  from 
associations,  such  as  the  British  Legion,  on  various  occasions. 

The  lack  of  repairs  to  property  during  and  after  the 
war  years  is  now  very  apparent  and  houses  which  might  have 
been  reconditioned  a few  years  ago  at  reasonable  expense  are 
only  fit  for  slum  clearance.  The  number  of  these  houses  is 
growing  at  an  alarming  pace  and  I feel  that  the  time  has  now 
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come  when  some  small  relief  should  be  given  to  people  living 
only  by  force  of  circumstances  in  damp,  dilapidated,  and  most 
unhealthy  houses.  There  are,  of  course,  the  “ problem 
families,”  people  who  for  years  have  lived  in  dirty  homes  with 
no  knowledge  or  sense  of  personal  hygiene  whatever.  The 
dilapidated  and  insanitary  houses  in  which  they  live  have  not 
helped  them  and  some  records  of  inspections  are  almost 
unbelievable.  A special  committee  has  been  set  up  on  a national 
scale  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  dealing  with  these  and  it 
is  hoped  some  good  will  result. 

It  is  obvious  that  children  born  in  such  homes  will  become 
replicas  of  their  parents  unless  they  receive  proper  education. 
In  this  connection  I feel  most  strongly  that  a class  in  which 
personal  hygiene  and  clean  living  are  taught  should  be  included 
in  every  school  and  should  be  placed  on  a level  with  other  sub- 
jects. To  give  occasional  instruction  in  a half-hearted  manner 
in  such  a subject  is  dangerous,  but  to  give  instruction  in  an 
enthusiastic  and  interesting  manner  can  have  untold  benefit  on 
the  future  generation. 

In  the  potential  clearance  areas  there  are  also  families  who, 
given  the  chance  of  good  housing,  will  lift  themselves  out  of 
the  rut,  and  whTst  their  standard  may  not  be  as  high  as  one 
would  like,  it  will  improve  considerably. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  in  order  to  relieve  the  housing  problem 
for  this  type  of  person,  classification  of  Council  estates  is 
necessary,  undesirable  though  it  may  be.  The  higher  rents  of 
newly  built  Council  houses  will  to  a certain  extent  cause  this, 
and  introduction  of  competition  in  estates  would  prove  beneficial 
in  many  ways. 

The  housing  applications  from  residents  based  on  health 
reasons  are  increasing  and  inspections  have  shown  many  of  these 
to  be  more  than  justified. 

Before  a new  tenant  is  accepted  an  inspection  is  carried  out 
and  a report  made  to  the  Housing  Chairman  with  regard  to  the 
cleanliness,  etc.,  of  the  prospective  tenant.  I feel  that  the 
further  step  of  fumigation  of  furniture  whilst  in  the  removal 
van  should  be  considered. 

On  the  new  housing  sites,  firm  action  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  “ mushroom  ” garden  sheds, 
poultry  houses,  etc.,  and  whilst  there  are  byelaws  to  cover  this, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Council’s  Surveyor  to  prevent  these  huts 
being  erected  in  secluded  parts  of  the  rear  gardens.  During 
recent  months,  the  number  of  rodent  infestations  under  badly 
erected  huts  on  the  old  housing  sites  has  increased  and  is  proving 
most  difficult  to  control,  apart  from  which  they  are  most 
unsightly.  I respectfully  suggest  that  the  Council  formulate  a 
scheme  for  the  supply  and  maintenance  of  such  huts  if  they 
allow  them  at  all. 
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SECTION  M 
PETROLEUM  ACTS 

There  are  23  premises  in  the  Urban  District  licensed  either 
for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Consolidation  Act,  1928, 
viz.,  21  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  2 for  the  storage 
of  cellulose  paint. 

Twenty  of  the  licensed  premises  store  the  spirit  in  under- 
ground steel  tanks  fitted  with  pumps,  while  on  the  remaining 
premises  the  spirit  or  mixtures  are  kept  in  steel  drums  stored 
in  specially  constructed  fire-proof  above  ground  stores. 

CANAL  BOATS 

In  accordance  with  Part  X of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
I herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  administration  of  the  said 
Act  and  Regulations  for  the  year  1947. 

No  canal  boat  is  registered  in  the  Urban  District,  the  part 
of  the  canal  passing  through  the  district  being  only  a few 
hundred  yards  and  situated  at  the  extreme  boundary  of  our 
area.  During  periodical  visits  to  the  canal  banks  only  day 
boats  were  seen,  i.e.,  boats  that  are  not  used  as  dwellings  which 
carry  cargoes  of  coal,  etc.,  only  short  distances.  The  number 
of  boats  passing  through  the  district  has  not  increased. 

Inspection  is  a difficult  matter  as  the  boats  do  not  stop  on 
our  portion  of  the  canal  for  the  discharge  of  cargoes  or  other 
purpose. 


SECTION  N 
PESTOLOGY 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Complaints  were  received  from  one  house  of  the  existence 
of  bed  bugs. 

Treatment  by  D.D.T.  (dichloro-dephenyl-trichloroethem) 
consisting  of  a 5%  solution  was  sprayed  and  the  results  have 
proved  very  satisfactory. 

A number  of  other  premises  infested  with  cockroaches, 
silver  fish,  etc.,  were  sprayed  with  either  Neocid  Dust 
(D.D.T.  Geigy)  or  D.D.T.  vapour  generators.  Others  were 
treated  with  Gammexane  smoke  generators  and  satisfactory 

results  obtained. 
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DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 

The  disinfection  of  all  premises  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  is  carried  out  after  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  or  after  recovery  if  nursed  at  home,  the 
method  used  being-  with  Formaldehyde  vapour. 

Premises  are  also  disinfected  after  deaths  from  other 
causes  and  diseases  upon  written  request  being  made. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  42 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  from 

other  diseases  or  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


SECTION  O 
RATS  AND  MICE 

The  number  of  individual  complaints  received  was  16,  14 
concerning  rats  and  2 concerning  mice.  In  all  the  cases  the 
premises  were  inspected  and  action  taken. 

A 10%  treatment  was  carried  out  on  the  Council’s  sewers. 
In  this  treatment,  18  manholes  were  prebaited  with  sausage 
rusk  on  two  consecutive  days  and  7 complete  takes  recorded. 
Accordingly  a mixture  of  sausage  rusk  and  5%  Zinc-phosphide 
was  laid  at  each  of  these  points  and  2 complete  takes  were 
recorded. 

At  regular  intervals  tests  and,  if  necessary,  treatments  are 
carried  out  at  the  sewage  works  and  refuse  tip. 

It  would  seem  that  sewer  and  drain  infestations  are  now 
much  smaller  and  more  isolated  but  on  the  other  hand  the 
number  of  surface  infestations  has  increased.  This,  I think, 
is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  number  of  poultry  houses  and  pig 
premises.  Many  of  the  buildings  in  gardens  used  for  these 
purposes  are  most  unsuitable  and  the  control  of  rodent  infesta- 
tion has  proved  most  difficult.  Poisons  are  too  dangerous  to 
use  near  hen  runs  and  where  they  cannot  be  used  with  safety, 
resort  has  to  be  made  to  traps.  In  this  connection  the  snap 
trap  and  barrel  traps  have  proved  efficient  but  considerable  time 
in  visits  has  to  be  spent  as  the  rodents  are  wary  of  any  new 
obstacle  placed  near  their  runs. 

The  primary  laying  of  poison  by  the  occupiers  themselves 
has  also  hindered  complete  disinfestation  as  unless  proper  pre- 
baiting is  carried  out  the  rats  become  “ poison  conscious  ” and 
rats  who  have  been  partially  poisoned  will  not  eat  similar 
poison  bait  again. 
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PERSONAL 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  to  my  assistant, 
Mr.  R.  Burfield,  for  the  conscientious  and  loyal  manner  in 
which  he  has  carried  out  the  duties  assigned  to  him,  and  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September  when  I was  absent  owing 
to  illness  he  carried  on  the  work  in  a commendable  manner. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  RICHLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


J.  W.  WILSON  & SON,  CHURCH  STREET 
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